Parapharyngeal teratoma in the newborn.
A parapharyngeal teratoma in a newborn was the cause of acute respiratory distress, which was relieved by tracheostomy. Subsequent investigations by soft tissue x-rays of the neck, computed tomography, and examination under anesthesia defined the anatomic location of the tumor, its extent, and its likely nature. The tumor was removed completely by the transcervical approach. Mandibulotomy was not required. Histological examination showed the presence of a large amount of mature brain tissue, a moderate amount of collagenous fibers and smooth muscle cells, and a minute amount of cartilage and epithelial structures. The postoperative course was satisfactory. No recurrence was seen 6 years after surgery. The computed tomography scan was found to be the most useful investigative method. To the authors' knowledge, this is the first comprehensive report of a teratoma occupying the parapharyngeal space in a newborn.